Padma Shri

SHRI MIRIYALA APPARAO (POSTHUMOUS)

Shri Miriyala Apparao was a pioneering figure in the field of Burrakatha
(traditional storytelling).

2. Born on 9" September, 1949 in Nadakuduru Village, Kadapa Mandal, East
Godavari District, Andhra Pradesh, Shri Apparao began his journey in this art form at
the age of 15 when he performed his first stage show at Jonnada Village in Ravulapalem
Mandal. Over the span of 53 years, from 1968 to 2021, Shri Apparao performed
thousands of shows, significantly contributing to the preservation and promotion of
Burrakatha, a revered tradition in Andhra Pradesh. His performances were not limited
to Andhra Pradesh, as he took his art across borders, performing Burrakatha in
countries like Singapore. He also participated in notable cultural events, including the
Janapada Vibhaga Pradarshana at the Andhra Cultural University in New Delhi, where
his artistry and influence were recognized on a national level.

S Shri Apparao's contributions to Burrakatha extended to the world of
broadcasting, where he showcased his talent on platforms like All India Radio and
Doordarshan, earning B-high Grade and A Grade recognition respectively. His artistry
and passion for the form have not only preserved the tradition, but have also inspired
the younger generation to embrace Burrakatha. Over 200 individuals have had the
privilege of learning directly from him, furthering the legacy of this traditional art form.
His artistic journey has had a profound impact on society and his community. He has
left behind a remarkable legacy that will continue to influence and inspire the art of
Burrakatha storytelling for many years to come.

4., Shri Apparao had been honored with several prestigious titles and awards,
including Gana Kokila, Gana Tumbura, Burrakatha Tiger, Ragala Apparao, The
YSR Life Achievement Award in 2021, Suvarna Ganta Kankanam by the villagers
of Nadakuduru in 1970, State-level 1% Prize in Burrakatha in 1975 from the
Government's competition.

55 Shri Apparao passed away on 15" January, 2025.
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